February 2024
PLEASE PRINT OUT AND KEEP
Dear Member,

Below is an Information sheet, which outlines all the activities available to members of our Club. We ask that members, parents and instructors read this carefully.
We ask all members to familiarise themselves with our website www.wardunionponyclub.com. If you have any difficulty accessing our site or feel it is missing anything, please email wardunionponyclub.ireland@gmail.com with any questions or contact Miriam Coakley who will be happy to assist. This 2024 Information Sheet can be found on the website LINK www.wardunionponyclub.com/general-info/information-pack
All our rules for the club and competition can be found on the website. Many of them are also listed at the end of this document.
All members should also familiarise themselves with the www.irishponyclub.com website as well. Information on all championships can be found on this site.
Both these websites contain all the rules and regulations of the pony club. Dressage Tests, Competition Rule Book, Tack Requirements, Attire Requirements, Test Card Details are all listed on the website.
The “Latest News” section of the website should be checked regularly for any updates on all club activities.

All bookings for membership, rallies, show jumping, dressage and competitions are accessed through Itsplainsailing on the home page of our website – check both events and calendar for bookings. Bookings for Championships will be from the ward union itsplainsailing page. Bookings for regional competitions hosted by other pony clubs will be on their pony Club website. It is a good idea, if you are on facebook, to like these other pony club facebook pages to keep up to date on what other competitions they are running.
If you have any queries please feel free to contact a committee member.
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Miriam Coakley D.C.
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WARD UNION PONY CLUB

INFORMATION PACK

2024
About Us:

The Pony Club is one of the leading junior equestrian organisations and The Ward Union Pony Club was the 4th biggest branch pony club in the country in 2023 with 143 members.
Our Members tend to come from South Meath and North County Dublin but anyone is welcome to join. 

Our activities include:

· Rallies

· Camp

· Mounted Games

· Dressage

· Showjumping

· Eventing

· Tetrathlon (Riding, Running, Swimming & Shooting for Over 12s)

· Minimus (Riding, Running & Swimming)
· Hunter Trails
If you would like to find out more about our activities, please check out our website or talk to a member of our Committee. 
For all membership queries contact either Miriam Coakley or Caroline Cormican.

MEMBERSHIPS MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO ATTENDING ANY PONY CLUB ACTIVITIES.
RALLIES 2024
Rallies are the backbone to the Pony Club.

Members are encouraged to attend as many rallies as possible where they will learn more about their ponies and improve their riding. It is also a great opportunity to meet up with other Members and have a bit of fun.

Members will be notified by text of upcoming rallies and bookings can be made through itsplainsailing on the home page of the website. This information will also be on the website.
Rallies need to be booked at least a week in advance to ensure that we can book sufficient Instructors to give our Members the best instruction. 

Members should arrive 20 minutes before to be ready to go out and ride at their dedicated time.
All levels and standards are catered for.

All rallies are subject to weather conditions. Texts will also be sent out if we need to cancel.
Booking In:

You must be booked in ONE WEEK in advance of the date of the rally. It is not our policy to disappoint any members but if you do not book in on time, you run that risk. 

If for any reason you cannot attend after booking in could you please cancel at least 24 hours before the rally is due to take place as it may be possible to offer the place to somebody else.
Turnout:

Ponies should be clean and tidy with well pulled manes or plaited. Tack should be well fitting and in good repair. 
Riders should wear cream jodhpurs, Pony Club polo shirt and Pony Club sweatshirt. No highly coloured Numnahs or clothing.

Hairnets for long hair.

Goggles NOT required.
Pony Club clothing can be purchased from Yvonne Keogh. Photos of correct pony club attire will be posted on our website.
Riders musts wear an approved back protector and helmet. Members will not be allowed compete otherwise.
For all Pony Club activities, it is essential that one has an approved back protector, helmet and for cross country rallies stocks are required. For championship competitions helmets need to be tagged to prove that they are approved. There will be plenty of opportunities to get a helmet tagged throughout the year. Tack is inspected at each competition and competitors will be turned away if tack and attire is not correct.

Instructors will inspect tack at rallies to ensure it is well fitted and not in need of any repairs. They will also inspect turnout and attire of participants and will be encouraging all members to continually improve on their turnout.
Members need to familiarise themselves with the tack sheet. This is particularly important before competitions as what’s allowed varies depending on what discipline the rider is competing in. For safety reasons, Tack Inspection is very strict and there is nothing more stressful for a rider and their parent then being turned away for incorrect hats or back protectors, too small stirrups, too big girth or loose stitching to name a few.
At Rallies, FOR HEALTH & SAFETY REASONS and to give instructors room we would request parents to keep off the course during instruction times.

Dates for Rallies will appear on our website and itsplainsailing. Should you have any queries regarding Rallies, please feel free to contact a member of the committee. 

XC rallies will be held on the 24th February in Carlanstown and on the 02nd March in Abbeyfields, Clane. All participants need to be mounted and ready to go before 11am.
CAMP 2024
There is a Easter mini camp for our Under 10s that will be held the week of the 25-27thth March at Cosgroves Farm, near Larch hill, Kilcock – please contact Miriam for information on this.
Main Camp 2024 will be held from 15th-19th July for all members at Fairyhouse Racecourse, Fairyhouse Road, Ratoath. Camp will start daily at 8.30am to 4.30/5pm. You must attend rallies to be eligible for camp. Passports and vaccinations must be up to date so check these in plenty of time. Booking in for Camp is done through itsplainsailing on the home page of our website. A text will be sent out when camp bookings open and we will be requesting kids book in as early as possible to allow us to organise groups. Also check out what to bring to camp on our website http://www.wardunionponyclub.com/activities/camp/ . Further details on booking etc will be available nearer to the time.
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About Camp:

Ponies arrive at Camp on Sunday 14th July for Vet Inspection. It is recommended that the children arrive around 8am on the first morning. Passport and flu vaccinations must be up to date for ponies to be admitted. Ponies attending Camp should be fit, clean, tidy, well shod, pulled mane and trimmed tail. [image: image3.jpg]



This is a great week of instruction for the children. The children are divided into groups of similar age/ability and are allocated an instructor for the week. The whole day is spent with the ponies where the children are expected the feed, muck out, ride, groom and clean tack. They will ride once/twice a day and will be brought to different areas of the complex to learn the different discipline. A great week is had by all. 

Children who wish to attend Camp MUST BE seen at the pre Camp rallies. This gives an opportunity for the children to get to know one another before coming into Camp and allow instructors to accurately decide what group a child should be in.
Mini Camp for our younger Members will run for 3 days during this week 17th-19th July.
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Any queries regarding Camp can be directed to Miriam Coakley or Janet Gough.
COMPETITION AGE
Competing age groups in the pony club are based on the age your child is on the 1st January each year.

Fledgling  Under 10 on the 1st January 2024
Competitions include:

1. Fledgling Minimus (this is not part of the championship)
2. IPC Show Jumping, Dressage and Combined Training Championship July

Under 12's  Under 12 on the 1st January 2024
Competitions include: 
1. Hunter Trail Championships – 27th April 2024– Hillcrest Equestrian, Limerick
2. Minimus – 22nd/23rd June 2024 – Kilossery Lodge, Swords.
3. Mounted games

4. IPC Show Jumping, Dressage and Combined Training Championship 22nd-24th July 2024, Barnadown

5. Event Championship – 24/25th August 2024 - Tattersalls

Junior U15 on the 1st January 2024. It is possible for a member who is 11 yrs(on the 1st January) to take part in some Junior competitions but they must have their C Test and it must be cleared with the D.C beforehand. C test can be taken from the child’s 12 year and beyond. If you wish for your child to compete in any of the championships you need to ensure they have completed their C Test and that they have been signed off by the DC to be of C+ Test standard of horse riding. This can only be done by attending as many rallies and competitions as possible.
Competitions include:

1. Irish Pony Club National Dressage Day – DATE and LOCATION TBC
2. Hunter Trail Championships  - 27th April 2024 – Hillcrest Equestrian, Limerick
3. IPC Show Jumping, Dressage and Combined Training Championship 22nd – 24th July 2024, Barnadown

4. Tetrathalon 27th/28th August 2024 – Punchestown
5. Event Championship – 24/25th August 2024 - Tattersalls
Senior 15 and over on the 1st January 2024.
Competitions include:

6. Irish Pony Club National Dressage Day – DATE and LOCATION TBC
7. Hunter Trail Championships  - 27th April 2024 – Hillcrest Equestrian, Limerick
8. IPC Show Jumping, Dressage and Combined Training Championship 22nd – 24th July 2024, Barnadown

9. Tetrathalon 27/28th August 2024 – Punchestown
10. Event Championship – 24th/25th August 2024 - Tattersalls

Novice Intermediate This is for senior members and upwards who would like to compete on the Junior level course. This is aimed at either Novice riders or those who have a new horse and want to bring it on gently and not to over face an animal. The Hunter Trails championship and the Eventing Qualifiers and Championships both have a Novice Intermediate class. Tetrathlon does not.
Members for 21-23yr olds
COMPETITONS

HUNTER TRAILS 2024
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Hunter Trials occur between March & April and also September and are usually hosted by Local Hunts, but not actually part of Pony club.

We recommend our members participate at these to prepare for all the Pony Club Championships that will be held through out the year. Horse insurance separate to the Pony Club insurance is needed to compete in these competitions. Participants will also be expected to sign a waiver. Members who wish to part take in the Hunter Trails Championships WILL HAVE to have competed in  1-2 Hunter Trails and be signed off by the DC and an instructor before being allowed to enter. There will be no expections to this. The following are a list of Hunter trails already advertised for 2024:
18th March – Punchestown

24th March – Tinahely Riding Club, Coolboy, Co. Wicklow
28th March – Bray Hunt PC Hunter Trails, Monastery, Enniskerry, A98 AK16

21st April – Louth Hunt Hunter Trails, Tattersalls.

21st April – Wexford Hunt Hunter Trails, The Kennels, Moorfields, Old Ross, Co. Wexford
HUNTER TRAIL CHAMPIONSHIPS 2024
A Hunter Trial is a competition to test the ability of the horse and rider to negotiate a course of typical natural fences at a fair hunting pace. Riders compete in pairs or teams of three(Senior) and there are various levels of competition to suit all ages and levels of ability.

The Hunter Trial Championships will take place on 27th April. Location Hillcrest Equestrian, Limerick.
There are Under 12, Junior, Novice Intermediate and Senior Categories. Individual, Pairs and Trebles(senior only) classes available. Competitors must be able to go around confidently at local hunter trails on a novice or open track and must be seen by the DC competing. These hunter trails will run in the spring (March/April) and Autumn(September) and dates and locations will be posted on the website when they come up. Horse/Pony Insurance is now required for all non pony club activities and costs ~€130 for the year. Signed waivers witnessed by a solicitor are also needed for these events. Please contact Miriam for further information on this.
We recommend members attend rallies to enable them to find partners to make up teams together and contact members of the committee expressing their desire to compete and find a partner. Teams can be mixed.
For further details please contact, Miriam Coakley.

DRESSAGE 2024

[image: image1]
Dressage encourages Members to improve their riding by acquiring and establishing an independent seat and true knowledge of the aids.

Dressage lessons will be run throughout the year for all of those who are interested and for all levels of riders.

We will advise you of all training dates as they become available. 
Dressage tests for competitions can be found on the Irish Pony Club website
There are 2 IPC Dressage Competitions - Irish Pony Club National Dressage Day(Date TBC) and the Irish Pony Club Festival Championships, Barnadown, Co. Wexford. (Date 22nd-24th July)
Please contact Hannah Horgan, if you have any dressage related questions.
SHOWJUMPING 2024
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Showjumping instructions will be given at Rallies, Camps and throughout the year. 
The Big Showjumping National Event is held at the Irish Pony Club Festival Championships, Barnadown, Co. Wexford running in July. Members must qualify for the IPC Festival and qualifiers will be held early in the early summer. 
Individual and Team Qualifications are necessary.

Alice Mernagh Showjumping competition. 80cms. Under 12s.

Robbie Bailey Showjumping competition. 90cms. Under 14s.

John Ledingham Showjumping competition. 1m. Over 14s.
Show jumping training will run during the year. Dates will be posted on our website as they as they are organised.
EVENTING 2024
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This competition gives the Pony Club Members a competition which needs courage, determination, all round riding ability and careful systematic training of the horse.

Eventing originally evolved from the training and selection of cavalry horses.

It involves 3 disciplines, each of which is designed to test the horse's ability. The Dressage phase shows how trainable the horse is and its basic paces in walk, trot and canter, the show jumping shows athleticism, control and accuracy while the cross – country phase tests stamina, speed, jumping and bravery. The sport combines the different disciplines in one competition and is run on a cumulative penalty basis. The competitor with the least penalties at the end is the winner. Dressage tests are available on the Irish pony club Website.
The IPC Eventing Championships will be held in 24th/25th August 2024, in Tattersalls. I.P.C. Eventing qualifier competitions for the championships are run from May throughout the country and are listed below. Please note the qualifiers booked out very quickly once entries opened. Individual Pony Clubs run these qualifiers and they are usually announced on their facebook pages.
Members can participate individually and/or in teams of 4 with the top 3 scores counting. 

2024 Branch Qualifiers will be run by the following clubs.

19th May Waterford PC – Ballinamona Equestrian Centre
26th May Wexford PC – The Kennels, Ballinaboola

9th June Carlow PC – Lisgarvan House Stud, Ballon, Co. Carlow
16th June Kildare PC – Punchestown

30th June Scarteen PC – Hillcrest, Co. Limerick

7th July Laois PC – Stradbally

7th July Limerick PC – Crecora Equestrian, Limerick

14th July Tipperary PC - Grove

17th July Killinick PC- Sleedagh
21st July – Island PC – Frankfort Stud, Co. Wicklow

3rd August – Shillelagh PC – Coolboy, Co. Wicklow 

10th August Area 7 Branch – Killossery

To qualify for the Championships, members must go clear XC in 2 competitions.
Entries for these competitions will be on the relevant pony club website and it is recommended that you like other Pony Club Facebook pages to help keep you informed of entry open dates, etc. For further details on Eventing 2024 please contact, Caroline Cormican.
MINIMUS 2024
Minimus is a 2-day competition consisting of three disciplines, swimming, running and riding. Points are awarded to competitors for their performance in each discipline. The overall winner is the competitor with the most points after all three disciplines. Participants must be U-12 on the 1st of January of the current year. Irish Pony Club D+ test standard is recommended for this competition.

The Minimus Championships is a team competition where members from branches form a team of three/four for the competition. Individual trophies are awarded to boys and girls for the best overall winners and the best in the disciplines of running and swimming. Teams can be all male, all female and mixed.

This year minimus will be held on 22nd/23rd June 2024 at Killossery Lodge Stud, Swords. This years competition is local to us all and we should really try and get as many members as possible involved.
Training for minimus started in January. XC jumps are at a height of 80cms. Any Under 12 members who feel that they would like to be jumping 80cms in 2024 should do the minimus training. Watch out for texts on this.
Any Members who are interested in Minimus please contact Yvonne Keogh. 
Swimming/Running Training

Swimming training has commenced in the National Aquatic Centre on Friday evenings(7-8pm). Members will be notified at the start of each term and payment is made through itsplainsailing on the Ward Union Website. For the competition, members must swim as many lengths/meters as they can in a 2 minute period. Please note this is swimming training and not lessons and members must be able to competently swim a minimum of 25m in at least 2 different strokes. 

Running Training will commence when the evenings get brighter but members should be encouraged to practice their running at home. For the competition, members run 1 km in as fast a time as possible.
 Cross Country Training

Minimus Cross Country Preparation 2024 training  started in January. This training will cater for both first timers and minimus veterans. Please book in on the PAY/BOOK ONLINE section on the home page - itsplainsailing.

Hunter Trails organised by local Hunts will commenced in early March and members are encouraged to try and do as many of these as they can to give the children confidence in a competition setting. Many of these hunter trails now offer pre novice courses which are great to get the kids started. Horse/Pony Insurance is now required for all non pony club activities and costs ~€130 for the year. Signed waivers witnessed by a solicitor are also needed for these events. Please contact Miriam for further information on this. For your child to be considered for the Minimus Championships they must be signed off by our DCs and an instructor. So it is important that members get out to as many rallies and competitions as possible to ensure they are competent for the championships. It is a huge responsible to sign off on members and so to avoid disappointment we ask that members are seen as much as possible.

Individuals and Teams of 4(which can be mixed) and are selected by the DC and instructors.
Pony Clubs around the country run Fun Minimuses in the months running up to the championships. Entries for these competitions will be on the relevant pony club website and it is recommended that you like other Pony Club Facebook pages to help keep you informed of entry open dates, etc.
Members need to do as many of these fun minimuses as possible to allow our DCs to sign them off as competent for the Championships. They are a great way of gaining experience without the pressure of it being a championship. Its also a great way for members to hang out and get to know each other. By competing in the fun minimuses, many children AND parents feel that they participated extensively in the competition even if they aren't chosen by the club to participate in the championship.

Below is a list of Fun Minimuses in 2024
25th Feb – Co. Clare Pony Club, Active Leisure, Ennis – no cross country.

3rd March, Wexford Hunt, - no XC, New Ross.

10th March, North Kilkenny – no cross country, swimming in Kilkenny city

18th March, National Triathlon Final, no XC, Athy

Possible Venues for Minimus competitions with XC:

April Kildare PC (Punchestown)

May Laois PC, Stradbally Hall

May Carlow PC, Bagnelstown

June Golden Vale PC, Thurles

For further details please contact, Janet Gough or Yvonne Keogh.
TETRATHALON 2024
Tetrathalon follows on from minimus for members over 12  years of age and consists of Shooting, Swimming, Riding Cross Country and Running. Members need to have completed their C Test and need to be signed off as C+ Test standard of horse riding by the DC and an instructor. Members need to be seen several times to be signed off.
Individual and Teams of 4(which are not mixed) are picked by the DC and instructors. 
The IPC Tetrathlon Championship 2024 was held on 27th/28th July 2024. Shooting and swimming was held in Blanchardstown and the xc and running at Punchestown Racecourse.
Swimming/Running/Shooting Training

Competitors must swim as many lengths/meters as they can in a 3 minute period. 4 minutes for Senior Boys.
Swimming training has commenced in the National Aquatic Centre on Friday evenings(7-8pm). Members will be notified prior to the commencement of each term. 

Shooting – Both Junior and Senior competitors shoot 0.177 Air Pistols from a standing position. Shooting Training has commenced in Wilkinstown, Navan. Please contact Geraldine McCann to be added to the whats app group to find out when the training is on.

Running Training will commence when the evenings get brighter but members should be encouraged to practice their running at home. Participants have to run 1.5kms in as fast a time as possible. 3kms for Senior Boys.
Hunter Trails organised by local Hunts will commenced in early March and members are encouraged to try and do as many of these as they can to give the children confidence in a competition setting. The Hunter Trail Championships and many Eventing Qualifiers will be run before tetrathlon so there is plenty of opportunities for members to gain experience. . Horse/Pony Insurance is now required for all non pony club activities and costs ~€130 for the year. Signed waivers witnessed by a solicitor are also needed for these events. Please contact Miriam for further information on this.
Most of the fun minimuses organised listed above, also run fun tetrathlons on the same dates. We will keep our website uptodate on these activities as information arises. 
Members who wish to represent Ireland at Tetrathlon competitions will find information on the Irish Pony Club Website.
For further details please contact, Geraldine McCann.
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